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than for community supervision. For 
each person sentenced to probation 
rather than incarceration in 2012, 
taxpayers saved over $25,000. Many 
jurisdictions require probationers to 
pay for their own costs of supervision, 
which means that the taxpayer pays 
nothing. However, while economic 
considerations are important ones for 
policy makers, they are not the primary 
concern of corrections—protecting 
the community is. Community-based 
corrections is the solution only for 
those offenders who do not pose a 
significant risk to public safety.

zz Employed probationers stay in their 
communities and continue to pay taxes, 
and offenders who were unemployed 
at the time of conviction may obtain 

training and help in finding a job. This 
adds further to the tax revenues of the 
community and, more importantly, 
allows offenders to keep or obtain the 
stake in conformity that employment 
offers. A job also allows them the 
wherewithal to pay fines and court 
costs, as well as restitution to victims.

zz In the case of married offenders, 
community supervision maintains 
the integrity of the family, whereas 
incarceration could lead to its 
disruption and all the negative 
consequences such disruption entails.

zz Probation prevents felons from 
becoming further embedded in a 
criminal lifestyle by being exposed 
to chronic offenders in prison. 

Source: U.S. Courts (2013). Supervision costs significantly less than incarceration in federal system.  
http://news.uscourts.gov/supervision-costs-significantly-less-incarceration-federal-system
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